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Installation Options
INSTALLATION OVER A CONCRETE SLAB

INSTALLATION ON GRASS AREAS

INSTALLATION ON GRAVEL

Installation using thin set on a concrete slab is recommended for areas open 
to any vehicular traffic or subject to high stress. Leave joints at least 1/8” 
apart.
To install on a concrete slab:
1. Complete the digging and compacting of ground
2. Place a layer of crushed stone and gravel
3. Place the concrete slab with optional steel mesh on top
4. Place Outdoor Porcelain Tile on exterior-rated adhesive
5. Fill in joints with exterior-rated grout

Installation on grass areas can be performed in two ways:
1. Directly on grass: Set the Outdoor Porcelain Paver on grass leaving 1.5”-2” 

for joint to allow grass to grow. Stability will be subject to soil movement
2. On Gravel Base: Remove the grass from the area that the tile will cover 

a. Excavate 2”-3” deep in warm and dry climates, or deeper in cold/wet 
climates 
b. Compact the soil and fill excavated area with 1”-2” sized gravel or fine 
sand 
c. Lay tile onto the layer of gravel or fine sand

Installation on gravel recommended for larger areas, for installation with thin 
joints or joints without grass.
To install on gravel:
1. Excavate the soil at least 3”-4” deep in warm and dry climate, or deeper in 

cold/wet climates
2. Compact the soil on the bottom and ensure it is sloped (≥ 2%) to avoid any 

stagnation of water.
3. Optional - place a layer of geotextile
4. Place and compact a layer of 1”-2” sized crushed stone or gravel
5. Place and compact layer of 1/8” sized fine gravel or sand to level the surface
6. Ensure the surface is level using a straightedge. A slight slope (≥1%) is 

recommended to ensure proper drainage of water.
7. Lay tiles leaving joint sizes of at least 1/8” apart. Tile spacers can be used to 

facilitate installation. Ensure floor is level with a straightedge and use a rubber 
mallet or hammer to correct small difference in height.

8. Fill the joints with very fine sand or gravel or SEK’s Polysweep Polymeric Sand

Please note that this installation process is NOT recommended for areas subject to vehicular 
traffic!
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INSTALLATION ON SAND

INSTALLATION ON RAISED PEDESTAL SYSTEMS

Installation on sand areas:
1. Directly on sand: 

a. Set the Outdoor Porcelain Paver on sand leaving 1.5”-2” wide joints to  
allow the shift of tiles along with the movement of the sand underneath. 
b. Fill in joints with fine sand or SEK’s Polysweep Polymeric Sand 
Stability will be subject to sand movement

Please note that this installation process is NOT recommended for areas subject to vehicular 
traffic!

Raised installation is recommended for terraces for accessible attics and 
other applications where Raised Pedestal Systems are a job requirement. It 
is possible to build a raised level flooring that allows for rainwater drainage 
with these tiles. After the slab and its sloping screen are complete, install 
waterproofing membrane. Position the pedestals according to chosen tile 
sizes, if necessary use slopecorrectors. During the installation, adjust each 
pedestal to achieve a flat floor.

Please note that this installation process is NOT recommended for areas subject to vehicular 
traffic!

Visit our website or websites below for more information and downloadable catalogs:

Polymeric Sand: https://sek.us.com/products/polysweep-polymeric-sand/
 
Raised Pedestal System: https://www.profilitec.com/en/products/accessories-for-laying/accessories-for-tiling/uptec.html


